
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church 
Office of Religious Formation 

 

9200 Kentsdale Drive, Potomac MD 20854 

301.365.1318 

 

 

 

 

August 19, 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

 

I hope you are all enjoying your summer vacation! As we begin the registration process 

for the 2016-2017 Religious Formation year, please take a moment to review the following 

information. 

 

Registration Deadline: The deadline to register students for all programs is Sunday, 

October 16
th

. New students will not be accepted past this deadline. You must turn in a 

completed, signed registration form and payment before your child can enter a classroom. 

 

Weekly Program classes will begin at 9:40 am on September 18
th

 in the classrooms.  

Classes run until 10:30 am. To register for the Weekly Program please mark the “Sunday 

Morning” box on each form and send in the appropriate payment for each child (see the table on 

the back of the form). Be sure to fill out both sides of each registration form and sign the 

appropriate place on the back.  Fees for multiple children may be combined onto one check. 

 

 As an alternative to weekly classes, we will continue the monthly Family Centered 

Program. The Family Centered Program parallels our current Religious Education Sunday 

option; the same curriculum is used and completed at roughly the same pace. The emphasis of 

this option is for parents and children to gather in community once a month to learn and pray 

together. To register for the Family Centered Program please mark the “Family Centered” 

box on each form and send in the flat family rate, along with any extra fees for First Communion 

or Confirmation students (see the table on the back of the form). All fees may be combined onto 

one check. Be sure to fill out both sides of each registration form and sign the appropriate place 

on the back. 

 

 
 

 Last year the parish staff began using Flocknote as a way to communicate with the 

various groups in our ministries. As part of the registration process, the email address you 

provide will be entered into Flocknote under the group Religious Formation. When you receive 

an email from Flocknote confirming your registration, please take a moment to log in and set 

your preferences for which notifications you would like to receive and how you would like to 



receive them (email, text, or both). Office communications will come primarily through this 

source going forward, so please take the time to ensure that you receive these messages. 

 

 A special note on Sacramental Preparation: For the past 3 years we have been 

advertising and moving toward a shift to a 2-year preparation program for First Communion and 

Confirmation students, in order to bring our parish program up to Archdiocesan standards. We 

are completing the transition this year, meaning that students must have completed 1
st
 or 7

th
 

grade in a Religious Formation program or Catholic School in order to receive the sacraments in 

2
nd

 and 8
th

 grade. Exceptions will not be made. Formation and education in their faith is an 

essential part of the students’ sacramental preparation, and it will not be possible to complete the 

requirements in one year. Please take careful note of whether your child is in Sacramental 

Preparation Year 1 or Year 2 and note the calendar of additional events accordingly. 

 

 Every year we are extremely grateful to those who serve the families of Our Lady of 

Mercy as volunteer catechists and aides.  Their hard work and dedication to the faith formation 

of your children make this program possible.  We are always looking for new additions to this 

enthusiastic team for both program options; please consider joining us for the coming year.  

Program fees will be waived for the children of catechists who commit to the full year.  We also 

have space for high school volunteers as classroom aides. If you cannot commit to every week, 

please consider signing up as a substitute.  All adult volunteers for the Weekly Program are 

required to complete the Virtus Child Protection Training Program before they can begin 

in the classroom.  Feel free to contact the Office of Religious Formation for more information. 

 

 All of us on the Religious Formation staff are busy preparing for the coming year and 

looking forward to joining you and your children in this stage of their faith journey.  If you have 

any questions or concerns please contact me at 301.365.1318 or ktaylor@olom.org.  You may 

also contact Susan Gurzo, Office Assistant at 301.365.1318. 

 

 

In Christ, 

 
Kateri Taylor 

Director of Religious Formation 

 


